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What is 2009 HIN1 (swine flu)

 Signs and symptoms are: fever, cough, sore throat,
runny or stuffy nose, body aches, headache, chills
and fatigue, and in some cases vomiting and diarrhea.

e ltisanew influenza virus causing influenza in humans.

e Itis contagious and spreads from human to human.

e |t spreads in the same way that seasonal flu does:
mainly from person to person through coughing or
sneezing from persons with influenza and through hands
contaminated by nasal serections.

 Infected people shed virus and may be able to infect
others from one to two days before getting sick up to five
to seven days after.

What can | do to protect myself
from catching influenza A(HIN1)?

 Avoid touching your mouth and nose

o Clean hands thoroughly with soap and water, or
cleanse them with an alcohol-based hand rub on a
regular basis

» Avoid close contact with people who might be il

o Reduce the time spent in crowded settings if possible

 Improve airflow in your living space by opening windows

e Practice good health habits including adequate sleep,
eating nutritious food, and keeping physically active.

What should | do if | think | have
the illness?

If you feel unwell, have high fever, cough or sore throat:
 Stay at home and keep away from work, school or crowds
o Restand take plenty of fluids
o Cover your nose and mouth when coughing and
sneezing and, if using tissues, make sure you dispose of
them carefully. Clean your hands immediately after using
tissues with soap and water or cleanse them with an
alcohol-based hand rub
>>

e If you do not have a tissue close by when you
cough or sneeze, cover your mouth as much as
possible with the crook of your elbow

e Use a mask to help you contain the spread of
droplets when you are around others, but be sure
to do so correctly

e Inform family and friends about your illness and
try to avoid contact with other people

e If possible, contact a health professional before
traveling to a health facility to discuss whether a
medical examination is necessary.

Should I take an antiviral now just
in case | catch the new virus?

No. You should only take an antiviral if your health care
provider advises you to do so. Individuals should not buy
medicines to prevent or fight this influenza without a
prescription, and they should exercise caution in buying
antiviral medications over the Internet.

When should someone seek
medical care?

A person should seek medical care if they experience
shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, or if a fever con-
tinues more than three days. For parents with a young
child who is ill, seek medical care if a child has fast or
labored breathing, continuing fever or convulsions
(seizures).

Supportive care at home - resting, drinking plenty of fluids
and using a pain reliever for aches and fever - is adequate for
recovery in most cases.

For more info check
www.who.int/en/ e www.cms1.omsar.gov.lb
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